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SUBJ: PATROL BOATS POR BURMA NAVY: REQUEST POR EXPORT LICENSE 

1. MR. SEABURY C. MCGOWN, MANAGER COMMERCIAL/MILITARY SALES, 
UNIPLITE INTERNATIONAL INC., BELLINGHAM, WASHINGTON, INFORMED 
THE EMBASSY THAT BURMA NAVY WISHES TO PURCHASE SIX PATROL 
BOATS FROM HIS FIRM. THE CRAPT IN QUESTION ARE 32 FT. CORSAIRS, 

A MODEL DERIVED FROM USN 31 FT. PBR MK2. TOTAL VALUE OP SALE 
INCLUDING SPARES AND LIMITED IN-COUNTRY TRAINING IS ESTIMATED 
AT $500,000. 

2. MCGOWN SAID GUB OPFICIALS PREPARED TO SIGN CONTRACT PRO- 
VIDING 10 PERCENT DOWNPAYMENT IMMEDIATELY. BURMA NAVY MUST 
COMMIT PUNDS POR THIS PURCHASE PRIOR TO END OP BURMESE PY 
MARCH 31 OR PACE DELAY AND UNCERTAINTY WHETHER PUNDS WOULD 
BE ALLOCATED IN THE NEXT PY BUDGET. HOWEVER, MCGOWN POINTED 
OUT HIS PIRM MUST HAVE AN EXPORT LICENSE POR THESE BOATS 
BEFORE HE CAN SIGN A VALID CONTRACT. IN MID-DECEMBER UNIPLITE 
WROTE THE OPFICE OP MUNITIONS CONTROL (ATTN: MR. JOHN SANPORD) 
REGARDING AN ADVISORY OPINION ON THE SALE, AND MCGOWN 

WILL PRESENT PORMAL REQUEST POR EXPORT LICENSE WHEN HE 
IS IN WASHINGTON THE END OF JANUARY. 

3. IN VIEW OP THE SHORT TIME REMAINING BEPORE THE END 

OP THE BURMESE PY, MCGOWN ASKED THE EMBASSY'S ASSISTANCE 
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IN ALERTING THE DEPARTMENT THAT A FORMAL REQUEST POR AN 
EXPORT LICENSE IN THIS CASE WILL SOON BE PRESENTED. 

4. THE EMBASSY HAS NO OBJECTION TO THE PROPOSED SALE. 

THE BOATS IN QUESTION WOULD BE PRIMARILY USED FOR RIVER 
PATROL DUTY AND TO SUPPRESS SMUGGLING AND POACHING IN 
BURMESE TERRITORIAL WATERS. WE SEE NO WAY IN WHICH THE 
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CRAFT COULD BE USED TO SUPPRESS PUBLIC DISSENT AGAINST 
THE PRESENT REGIME. HENCE, THE EMBASSY RECOMMENDS 
EAVORABLE ACTION ON THE APPLICATION WHEN IT IS PRESENTED. 

5. WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ASSISTANCE IN ENSURING 
THAT UNIELITE AND GUB BE ADVISED OE APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL 
OP EXPORT PERMIT BY 10 MARCH 1977 BECAUSE MCGOWN IS CORRECT 
THAT OTHERWISE BURMESE NAVY WILL LOSE THE AVAILABLE PUNDING 
AND UNIPLITE PROBABLY WOULD LOSE THE SALE. 

6. ABOVE COORDINATED WITH DAO. 

OSBORN 


CONPIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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